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Excellence in
Management
Education

European Programs
Study abroad at one of
Europe’s Leading Universities

Our Mission
WHU – Otto Beisheim School of Management is a private international business school committed to training future leaders
and contributing to the advancement of business and society.
WHU pursues excellence in management education in all areas.

Students enrolled in WHU programs benefit from innovative
curricula, superior instruction, first-class international partnerships with leading universities and high-level contacts in the
business world.

Why is Europe Interesting for International Business?
Many foreign direct investors consider the European Union
an attractive option thanks to major reforms in established,
mature economies and extraordinary opportunities in new
member states. Gradual expansion over the last several
years has demonstrated the EU’s ability to promote stability
and prosperity.

With a population of 500 million and contributing 30% of global
GDP, the EU accounts for over one-fifth of all trade worldwide –
making it the most powerful trading bloc in the world. The Eurozone also represents the second largest stock market worldwide.
Half of all foreign direct investments around the world are made in
EU nations, including those made between EU member countries.

Why Choose a European Program at WHU?
We offer a range of European Programs on the subject of
“The Changing Business Environment in Europe”. In these
seminars, non-European business students will learn the skills
necessary to work with European companies and to better
understand our increasingly global economy.
WHU is known throughout Europe for its expertise in designing
study programs which focus specifically on European business. Since starting the European Programs series, WHU has
established a prestigious research center (Center for EUropean
Studies, CEUS) and strong relationships with numerous institutions and businesses throughout the European Union.
WHU’s European Programs add an important international
element to full or part-time business programs at other institutions, making them the perfect complement to your degree.

Specific competencies are needed to develop successful business relationships with large economic regions like the EU. These
include the ability to analyze the European economy in all its
complexity, master management rules and practices specific to
Europe, and understand the wide variety of cultures in the region.
Our European Programs give students the best opportunity to
acquire these essential skills. Our focus on the European business
environment also integrates a variety of cultural experiences and
practical business examples, including on-site visits.
The school is AACSB, EQUIS and FIBBA accredited, which
guarantees the excellent standard of courses and a high degree of internationalization. In addition, WHU is the only private
business school in Germany which is a member of the German
Research Association (DFG). In both national and international
rankings WHU – Otto Beisheim School of Management continues to occupy leading positions.

Range of Programs
We offer European Programs for business schools, particularly
from non-European countries. These programs are typically
tailored to the needs of each individual institution. Depending
on the group size and preferences of our partners, however,
students from different schools may be able to participate in
the same program.
The courses are held in English and are typically offered for
business schools as part of a BBA, MBA or Executive MBA
program. Credit transfer agreements ensure that students
will earn credits for the successful completion of a European
Program.
European Programs range from one-week workshops to
seminars which can last up to several weeks. Longer programs
include trips to other European countries, where participants
can attend classes at our partner universities and visit
interesting companies. While various instructors will teach a
range of different topics for each European Program, one of
our faculty members will be responsible for the entire program.
The programs can also include visits to companies and/or EU
institutions (e.g. European Central Bank, Frankfurt) and sightseeing tours as well as cultural events (e.g. trip to Heidelberg,
trip to a castle, visit to a winery incl. winetasting). These are
conducted in cooperation with professional event promoters.
Our service also includes the arrangement of hotel
accommodation and catering of your choice.

Profile of WHU’s European Programs
The WHU European Programs offer students around the world
a unique opportunity. Participants have the chance to enjoy an
international learning experience which is based on their specific
interests.

By cooperating with various educational institutions and
companies across the continent, we are able to design
seminars which truly benefit their professional futures.

Goals
The goals pursued by the European Programs are tailor-made
in two ways: based on the curricula of the BBA, MBA and
E-MBA programs of the partner universities and based on the
requisites for conducting business in Europe. This is because
we consider the goals to be the point upon which the entire
customization process hinges. Specific goals make it easy to
derive content and proven teaching methods.

Content
The quality of our European Programs is built upon the
combination of challenging academics and business
relevance. The individual topics discussed in our European
Programs range from a broad treatment of European political
and economic developments to specific business practices in
Western and Eastern Europe. We also offer exclusive Europeanthemed event packages and innovative incentive programs.

Methods
In order to foster the personal development of the students,
our programs are individually structured according to proven
teaching methods. Participants will learn about modern
European business management while experiencing successful business and management practices hands-on in the
European marketplace. They also have the opportunity to
experience a variety of European cultures. This synthesis of
intellectual and cultural learning goals is what makes WHU’s
European Programs so distinctive.

Instructors
WHU faculty and leading European business managers work
together to make our programs both challenging and relevant
to the business world. The level of excellence WHU pursues
in its European Programs is reflected in the outstanding
qualifications and experience of our instructors.

European Programs cover a broad range of different topics:
The political and economic dimensions of the European
Union (EU)
Effects on businesses and markets resulting from the euro
as the common currency in the European Monetary Union
Business opportunities in the new market economies in
Central and Eastern Europe
Banking and financial markets in Europe
European marketing
Growth strategies and acquisitions in Europe

Industrial excellence: Management quality in manufacturing
Managing the internationalization of R&D
Accounting – an international perspective, including
European aspects
Evaluating the health of a European company
Transition in Central and Eastern Europe
Foreign direct investment in Western, Central and Eastern Europe
HR management topics specific to Europe
Cross-Cultural Communication

What People Say about European Programs of WHU
Our programs help students and executives to get ready
preparing for leadership positions and making the best

possible decisions for their international business relationships.

Our participants say …
“Spending my last mini-semester
abroad at WHU is an academically
enriching and amazingly fun way to
finish my Tepper MBA. The program is
well structured to provide the perfect
balance of lecture, case work, relevant corporate visits, and, of course,
culture. Visits to Slovakia and Czech
Republic help drive home stark differences in economies
and growth among Central and Eastern European countries.
Lecturing professors are all leaders in their respective fields
and are surprisingly down to earth; each taking a genuine
interest in our backgrounds, interests and career plans.
Some business schools refer to “business agility” as a skill you
gain in their MBA program; this international experience offers
just that. Studying here has shown me that being agile and
adaptable is an even greater component to being successful in
European business. The program at WHU not only reveals this
truth, but gives tools to navigate complex business situations
that you will certainly not encounter in the US.
I applaud Dr. Frenkel and the rest of the team for constructing
such a unique and well planned program. It has definitely added
a new dimension to my MBA experience. I encourage any future
Tepper student to take advantage of this opportunity.”
George Jones
Sourcing Manager, Whirlpool Corporation,
Tepper School of Business, Carnegie Mellon University

“My participation in the European
Study Abroad Program was an invaluable experience. In terms of academics, the program introduced me to
the structure of business in Europe
through engaging classroom lectures
and hands-on company visits. Aside
from the academic portion of the
program, our immersion and interaction with the local culture
and people was equally rewarding and worthwhile. This program was truly an amazing opportunity that encouraged me
to learn and grow as an individual.”
Amanda Kleinert
Stephen M. Ross School of Business, University of Michigan

Our clients say …

Our faculty says …

“Our partnership with WHU is excellent.
This program experience is required for
the Global Enterprise Management elective track in the second year of the MBA
program at Tepper. Every facet of the
WHU program is planned and executed
at the highest level. The professors and
course content are current, provocative
and relevant. WHU faculty lead company and government agency visits. Also, WHU has initiated an extensive research project
concerning global footprint strategy from which results are shared with the students. Weekend trips and activities are coordinated by the WHU administration and are an appreciated bonus
for the students. Our students completely endorse the program,
and consider the knowledge gained invaluable.”

“We are proud that since starting the
European Programs Series in 2002,
over 1,000 overseas students have
successfully participated in these
programs. Our expertise in this area
focuses on research and teaching
in European business as well as on
strategic European partnerships.
The European Programs are part of the Center for EUropean
Studies (CEUS) which has become a European network hub
for business and economics. Part of that means not only
offering programs but also connecting them to the recent
developments in Europe. We would like to invite you to join
these European Programs.”

John H. Mather
Executive Director, Masters Programs;
Teaching Professor of Marketing, Tepper School of Business,
Carnegie Mellon University

Michael Frenkel
Director of CEUS
Professor of International Economics and Dean
WHU – Otto Beisheim School of Management
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